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We have long known that immigration has different impacts in different states. Usually, however, this has been interpreted to mean that places with high immigrant numbers are heavily impacted by immigration, while areas with low numbers are not. However, immigrant numbers should be taken in the context of native population growth to better understand the impact of immigration. A state may have high immigration, but if it has high native population growth, some impacts of immigration are diminished. This fact may not change the attitudes and opinions of persons unhappy about immigration in booming areas of the south and west like North Carolina, Georgia, and Nevada. But the truth is that their immigrant numbers do not translate into the same level of impact as similar numbers in Michigan, Kansas, or New Jersey. In these latter states, the foreign born are proving to be more valuable than ever. 

Highlights from the report: 

          There are states with large numbers of immigrants (California, New York, Texas, Florida, Illinois, and New Jersey), and a somewhat different set of states where immigration is a major factor in population growth (Nebraska, Kansas, Ohio, and Pennsylvania). 

          The demographic impact of high or low or even negative population growth among the native born, and the effect of high or low immigration, often is felt more acutely at the local level. For a county government as opposed to a state government, loss of native population in some local municipalities is less likely to be balanced out by gain in others. 

          Many counties that are losing native population, like Los Angeles County, Cook County in Illinois, and Queens County in New York, are parts of urban areas that are experiencing widespread departures of natives. 

          A loss of native population without replacement by immigrants could put county governments in dire straits. Many governmental costs are relatively fixed and could take years to reduce in light of declining population. 

 

Read the entire report at: http://www.ailf.org/ipc/policybrief/policybrief_2005_lifeline.htm 

For more information contact Benjamin Johnson at (202) 742-5612. 

The Immigration Policy Center (IPC) is dedicated exclusively to the analysis of the economic, social, demographic, fiscal, and other impacts of immigration on the United States. The IPC is a division of the American Immigration Law Foundation, a nonprofit, tax-exempt educational foundation under Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code. 

American Immigration Law Foundation
918 F Street, NW - Washington, DC 20004
202-742-5600

If you would like to unsubscribe to this service please reply to us
and type Unsubscribe in the subject line. 


[image: image1]


Powered by List Builder
Click here to change or remove your subscription
